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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers. They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be made available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or
other formats: please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for Neath:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

For the purposes of this study the Neath area encompasses the three wards of urban
Neath; Neath South, North and East and the surrounding wards of Aberdulais, Briton
Ferry East, Briton Ferry West, Bryncoch North, Bryncoch South, Cadoxton, Cimla,
Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc North, Coedffranc West, Dyffryn and Tonna.

The Neath area has the highest population of all the areas in Neath Port Talbot and
contains both urban and rural settlements.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population of the Neath area was 49,438 residents.

There is an ageing population in Bryncoch North, Cadoxton, Coedffranc Central,
Dyffryn, Tonna, Briton Ferry West, Briton Ferry East and Neath North.

In Aberdulais, Briton Ferry West, Bryncoch South, Coedffranc North and Neath South
above average residents are under the age of 16 compared to the County Borough
average.

From 2001 to 2005 the overall population of Neath increased substantially
(approximately 1100 people) with significant increases in Bryncoch South (534),
Aberdulais (252), Cadoxton (162) and Neath South (164) in particular. Future
population growth is likely to be concentrated in the Coed Darcy (Llandarcy) and
Skewen areas, as a result of new housing development, while other areas may well
experience a static population.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the wards in the Neath area illustrates that like much of Neath
Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

Each ward within the spatial area contains a lower than average percentage of Welsh
speakers compared to the County Borough average of 18.03%. Aberdulais has the
highest proportion of speakers amounting to 16.24%.

2.4 Health

Health in the Neath Area is generally good with only five wards having slightly above
average numbers suffering from a long term illness, when compared to the County
Borough. These wards are Briton Ferry West, Briton Ferry East, Coedffranc Central,
Neath East and Neath North. Likewise, these five wards have above average numbers
who describe their health as not good.

Health is particularly good in Coedffranc West, Cadoxton, Bryncoch South and
Bryncoch North with fewer people than average for Wales suffering from a long term
limiting illness.

2.5 Housing

While for many years new house building in the Neath area has extended the edge
of the town and its suburbs into the adjoining countryside (e.g. Cimla and Bryncoch),
a large proportion of new building over the coming years will be at Llandarcy (Coed
Darcy). A number of large housing sites have been developed from 1996 to 2008,
reflected in the rising population in the Neath Area (of approximately 1100 people).
Alongside this there have been a steady number of small sites developed. There
has been a concentration of provision of new affordable housing (mainly flats) within
central Neath, this reflects the need to be close to facilities and public transport.
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The household make-up varies between the wards. Cimla, Tonna, Neath South,
Coedffranc North and Coedffranc South have an above average number of
households with dependent children and Aberdulais, Briton Ferry West, Bryncoch
South also have above average lone parent households with dependent children.

Conversely Briton Ferry East, Neath North and Coedffranc Central have above
average numbers of pensioners living alone and other pensioner households indicating
an older population.

There are above average numbers of owner-occupiers in Briton Ferry East, Bryncoch
North, Bryncoch South, Cadoxton, Cimla, Coedffranc North, CoedffrancWest, Dyffryn
and Tonna. Over 92.5% of households in Bryncoch North and 89.4% of households
in Cimla are owner-occupied which is substantially higher than average for Neath
Port Talbot and some of the highest levels in the County Borough. In all other wards
there are therefore above average numbers in rented accommodation.

A number of households in the Neath area are without central heating with an above
average percentage in Briton Ferry East and West, Coedffranc Central, Neath East
and Neath North.

2.6 Economy and Employment

Briton Ferry West and the three wards in Neath (East, North and South) all have
below average numbers in employment and above average numbers not in work as
they are permanently sick or disabled. As of June 2008, unemployment levels were
highest in Briton Ferry East and West, Neath East and North.

Aberdulais and Briton Ferry East both experienced an increase in unemployment
between June 2004 and June 2006 and then a fall in unemployment from June 2006
to June 2008. Nevertheless the rate in June 2008 was above the rate in June 2004
and above average for both Neath Port Talbot and Wales.

Unemployment rates in Briton Ferry West fluctuated over the 5 year period and were
higher in June 2008 than in June 2004. Overall Bryncoch North and Cimla experienced
a steady fall in unemployment with lower rates in June 2008 than in June 2004 and
below average numbers unemployed.

Both Neath East and Neath South experienced an increase in unemployment between
June 2005 and June 2007 followed by a fall in unemployment rates from June 2007
to June 2008.

Over the 5 year period the unemployment rates fluctuated in the wards of Bryncoch
South. Cadoxton, Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc West, Dyffryn, Neath North and
Tonna with lower rates of unemployment overall in June 2008 than in June 2004.

The majority of wards in the Neath area have above average numbers employed in
positions of managers and senior officials, professional occupations, associate
professional and technical and administrative and secretarial roles. In Briton Ferry
West, however, more are employed as process plant and machine operators and in
elementary occupations. In addition to these two job classifications in Briton Ferry
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East and Neath North more are also employed in skilled trades, personal services,
sales and customer services as are residents in Aberdulais, Coedffranc Central and
Coedffranc North.

The majority of the wards in the Neath area have above average numbers employed
in Health and Social work and in Wholesale and retail trade and the repair of motor
vehicles.

Briton Ferry West has above average numbers employed in manufacturing and
Aberdulais, Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc North and Neath South have above
average numbers in the construction industry.

Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc West, Neath East, Neath North and Tonna have
higher numbers employed in hotels and catering and in Bryncoch South substantially
more people are employed in financial intermediation.

The urban areas of Briton Ferry West, Coedffranc Central, Coedffranc North, Dyffryn,
Neath East and Neath North have higher numbers in real estate, renting and business
activities and substantially higher numbers than average are employed in education
in Aberdulais, Bryncoch North, Bryncoch South, Cadoxton, Cimla, Neath North and
Neath South than the County Borough average.

Employment within Neath town centre largely focuses on shops, offices, schools and
services meeting the areas daily needs. Employment in manufacturing has moved
towards Baglan and the M4/Coastal belt while increasingly jobs in shopping, services
and offices tend to serve a wider area and have similarly have moved away (e.g. to
the Swansea Bay area which extends from Port Talbot across Swansea to Llanelli
and eastwards to Cardiff).

There are a number of industrial estates and business parks within the Neath Area
which are important local employers. These are dispersed throughout the Neath Area
and provide a combination of smaller units for start up businesses to a wider mix of
industrial and office units. They are mainly focused at Lonlas Village Workshops,
Milland Road, D’Arcy Business Park at Llandarcy, Neath Abbey Business Park and
Abbey Road Industrial Estate.

2.7 Communities First Areas

The Welsh Assembly has developed a long term programme which aims to improve
opportunities and the quality of life of the most disadvantaged communities in Wales.
These communities, Communities First Areas, were identified as they are in the top
10% of the most deprived wards in Wales. A number of wards within Neath have
been identified as such areas and an Action Plan has been developed, in partnership
with the local community on how improvements can be made in the communities of
Neath Town Centre and Fairyland (both in Neath North), Neath East, Briton Ferry
West and parts of Neath South and Cimla.

In addition to these areas in August 2006 the programme was rolled out to include
a further 46 Lower Super Output Areas, which are smaller geographical areas with
a population of 1500, and Neath South 2 and Neath North 2 are now included in the
programme as New Communities First Areas.
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2.8 Index of multiple deprivation

Neath North 2 and Briton Ferry West 1 are two of the most deprived wards in Neath
Port Talbot and are in the top 25% most deprived wards overall. Neath North ranks
third (out of the 91 LSOAs in Neath Port Talbot) overall and in relation to employment,
first in terms of income, health and housing and fourth worst in terms of community
safety.

Briton Ferry West 1 ranks eighth worst (of the 91 LSOAs in NPT) overall and for
education and community safety, third in terms of income and seventh for employment.

Briton Ferry East 2 is also in the top 25% of the most deprived wards in the UK overall
as are Coedffranc Central 3 and all LSOAs in Neath East.

Access to facilities is an issue in Bryncoch North 1 and 2, Brynoch South 1 and 2
and CoedfrancWest with these wards ranked 14 th , 12 th , 8 th , 5 thand 7th respectively,
out of the 91 LSOAs in the County Borough.
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3.1 Facilities and services

3.1.1 Retail and banking

Neath town centre is the main shopping centre for the area with a wide range of
shops and services which are primarily located in the wards of Neath North and
Neath East. There are also a number of high street banks located in Neath which
provide a range of banking facilities.

As a centre it provides a wide range of shopping and services to the town and
population in the Neath and Dulais Valleys, but it faces increasingly severe competition
from out of town shopping both for bulky goods and centres that now compete with
town centres. This leads to a loss of trade, investment and jobs within the areas as
well as increasing travel and congestion.

A major expansion of retail floorspace together with leisure uses and car parking is
proposed on the land adjacent to the Magistrates’ Court and Civic Centre.

There is a small amount of bulky goods retailing in the town (from electrical goods,
carpets, kitchens etc). This reflects the strength of the competition outside the County
Borough.

Retail centres are also located in Skewen, in the ward of Coedffranc North, and Briton
Ferry and the retail facilities and services provided in these areas also serve the
needs of wider communities. These centres are more limited in terms of banking
facilities as there are no high street banks in Briton Ferry and only a Barclays Bank
in Skewen. Both communities are, however, served by a number of ATMs (some of
which may incur a charge and only be available during shop opening hours) and
banking services will be available in the local Post Offices. These centres mainly
meet day to day needs. They provide an important focus for the surrounding
communities and help to reduce the need to travel and create congestion and
pollution. They face severe competition from Neath and Swansea and from out of
town shops.

The remaining wards have limited local facilities; however, they all contain at least
one convenience store, an ATM (although this may not be available out of hours)
and in most cases a Post Office in which limited banking facilities will be available.

A variety of pubs, cafes and restaurants are located in Neath and most of the
communities within the wider area are served by at least a pub, community centre/hall
or place of worship. Entertainment and commercial leisure facilities are focused in
Neath Town Centre, with local facilities in Skewen, Cimla and Briton Ferry.

The creation of large suburban areas in the Cimla, Bryncoch and Skewen area over
the last 30 years has meant that considerable numbers of people have a limited
range of shopping and services within walking distance of their homes.
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3.1.2 Education

There are four comprehensive schools within the Neath area: Cefn Saeson
Comprehensive in Cimla, Cwrt Sart Comprehensive in Briton Ferry, Llangatwg
Comprehensive in Cadoxton and Dwr Y Felin Comprehensive in Bryncoch South.
There are also a number of local primary schools located within the wards. There
are also bilingual primary schools run by the Church in Wales and Catholic Primary
Schools serving the town.

In addition there is a further education college, Neath Port Talbot College, which
provides a range of full time, part time and higher education courses as well as
apprenticeship and work-based training. A variety of evening and day time life-long
learning courses are also offered in a number of venues throughout the Neath area
for example healthy eating courses, IT and better reading classes.

There are branch libraries in Neath, Skewen and Briton Ferry and the majority of the
remaining wards are served by the fortnightly mobile library services.

3.1.3 Health facilities

It is likely that health provision within Neath Port Talbot will move from individual GP,
dental and other provision to combined Primary Health Care Facilities. Currently,
there are four health centres located in Neath, two health facilities located in Skewen
and a medical centre in Briton Ferry. In addition pharmacies and dentists are located
in Neath, Skewen and Briton Ferry and there is an opticians in Neath.

3.1.4 Leisure and Recreation

Sports and Leisure facilities serving the town focus on outdoor and gym provision
facilities at Dwr Y Felin, and a swimming pool, Tennis and Squash courts at Dyfed
Road. Other important provision is in Skewen (Coedffranc), Cimla and Briton Ferry.

Llangatwg, Cefn Saeson, Cwrt Sart, Dyr y Felin Lower and Tonnau Primary are
community focussed schools which allow the use of some of their facilities, out of
school hours, by the local community.

In terms of entertainment Neath provides a hub for the area but for cinema and other
commercial leisure facilities people have to travel further afield to either Aberavon
or to Swansea. It is also proposed that the rebuilding of the Gwyn Hall will include a
Cinema.

The Neath Little Theatre provides a venue for local amateur productions.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

Because of its setting, Neath is surrounded by hills and at its feet are the tidal salt
marshes of the River Neath. Access to the surrounding countryside is by a range of
rights of way, with important leisure facilities focusing on the Gnoll and Graig Gwladys
Country Park and the Neath and Tennant Canals. Following major restoration works,
the Neath Canal has been made navigable from the town centre to Abergarwed near
Resolven. Elsewhere the canals provide a local amenity and cycle/walking paths.
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Many of the wards in Neath have areas of accessible countryside within easy access
of the built up areas, via a network of footpaths and bridleways.

There are 5 formal urban parks within the area: Jersey Park in Briton Ferry, Skewen
Park in Coedfranc Central and Melin Park, Victoria Gardens and Mount Pleasant
Park within urban Neath, while playing fields provision focuses on Dwr y Felin, Cimla
and Briton Ferry. All of the wards within the Neath area are served by a children’s
play area.

By comparison, and in relation to the standards set in the UDP, in terms of areas for
informal recreation there is a surplus in Neath North and South, Tonna, Coedffranc
Centre and West, Aberdulais, Cadoxton and Cimla yet a deficit in the remaining
wards. There is a similar deficit in the provision of sports facilities in the majority of
wards.

Assessment of individual ward areas can suggest that there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards in the UDP, however, when considering these
results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by facilities
in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider whether
the provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved.

Other facilities within the Neath area include a Golf Driving range in Aberdulais, golf
courses in Neath, Jersey Marine and Fairyland and allotments in Briton Ferry, Melin
Park, Fairyland and Tonna. There is also a teenshelter, skateboard and basketball
facility at the Brynhyfryd Recreation site in Briton Ferry West and a bike track in
Skewen to serve the resident teenagers. A multi-use-games area is located in Dyffryn.

3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

Car ownership levels are below average in the more urban areas within the Neath
area: Briton Ferry East and West, Coedffranc Central, Neath East, North and South.
Elsewhere a below average number have no access to a car or van.

Apart from the M4 and A465 the town’s highway system is largely limited to two-way
roads that are experiencing increasing congestion at peak times. The potential to
build new roads to create additional capacity is severely limited by existing buildings
and housing together with the railways, canals and river Neath that divide the
communities.

Traffic management focuses on discouraging through traffic from communities and
residential areas and shifts commuters and the traffic to the main roads. These main
roads, and in particular, the access to Bryncoch (Pen-y-wen Hill), Cimla and Skewen
from the centre are experiencing high levels of traffic and congestion.

3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
lead to social isolation.
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In the urban areas of Briton Ferry East, West, Coedffranc Central, Neath East, North
and South where there are low levels of car ownership above average numbers travel
to work by public transport or on foot/cycle. In all other wards an above average
number travel to work by car and, with the exception of residents in Coedffranc
Central, below average numbers travel by foot or by bike.

Over a third of the population in Neath East, North and South work less than 2km
from their home and in all wards a high percentage of the population live less than
10km from their workplace.

In Aberdulais, Tonna and Cadoxton above average numbers work between 10 and
20km from where they live and in Cadoxton, Cimla, Bryncoch South and Dyffryn
above average numbers work more than 40km from where they live however the
percentage of people still remains relatively low.

The majority of residents in the Neath area work within Neath Port Talbot County
Borough with a further 18-39%working in neighbouring Swansea. The numbers who
work within Neath Port Talbot are lowest in Coedffranc North and West and highest
in Neath East, North and South.

3.4 Public Transport

Public transport bus provision focuses on Neath town centre, with important links to
Swansea, the Baglan Energy Park and Port Talbot. Access to Cardiff is largely by
rail from Neath. Commuting to jobs by public transport is constrained by the need to
reach the Neath-Port Talbot service and the Neath railway station in order to reach
jobs in Cardiff from the station.

The local train stations at Skewen and Briton Ferry provide a service every two hours
to stations eastwards to Bridgend and Cardiff and westwards to Swansea. There are
also hourly services from Neath to London and Manchester Piccadilly, and two
services an hour to stations to Cardiff and Swansea.

Local bus routes link the outer communities with Neath, Swansea and for some Port
Talbot with services focusing on the bus station in Victoria Gardens. There are four
services an hour between Neath and Port Talbot which serve Briton Ferry en route,
three buses an hour from Neath to Cimla, Aberdulais, Cadoxton and Cimla. Two
buses provide a service to Tonna hospital from Neath and Swansea and these
services also serve Skewen, Llandarcy and Jersey Marine.
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate deposits

The Authority’s second major aggregate hard rock quarry – Gilfach – is located
directly to the east of Bryncoch. As with Cwm Nant Lleici, the quarry makes an
important contribution to regional and national aggregates production and in particular
to the supply of material with a high ‘Polished Stone Value’ (PSV) which is particularly
important for road surfacing.

The availability of rock within the UK with such properties is localised and strictly
limited and as such these materials will need to be given special consideration within
the LDP.

Twomarine aggregate wharfs are also located at Briton Ferry where marine dredged
sand & gravel has been landed for many years. The two facilities are considered
important as the marine dredged resources contribute some 80% of the sand and
gravel demand in the region. Any existing and future potential wharfs will need to be
identified for protection in the LDP in order to safeguard the potential mineral flows
into the area.

4.2 Renewable Energy

Although there has been some interest in developing wind turbines in the hills
surrounding the urban areas in Neath such areas were not identified by the Welsh
Assembly as potential areas hence it is unlikely that any will be built in these locations.

4.3 Waste facilities

The Authority’s flagship waste treatment facility – the Materials Recovery and Energy
Centre (MREC) – is located at Crymlyn Burrows. It is designed to process, recycle
and recover value frommunicipal waste. The plant utilises mechanical and biological
treatment technologies in order to maximise the diversion of waste from landfill, in
line with UK and European legislation and currently deals with waste from both
Bridgend and Neath Port Talbot. A small-scale incinerator also exists at the site to
deal with a certain element of the residual waste.

The MREC is likely to form part of any future regional solution for dealing with
municipal waste in South West Wales.

Briton Ferry Dock HouseholdWaste Recycling Centre (or Civic Amenity) also provides
waste disposal facilities for householders as well as additional facilities for the
recycling of household waste and a total of 11 End of Life Vehicles / Scrap Yard /
Metal Reprocessing & Transfer Stations are located in and around Neath.

It should also be noted that the UDP identifies Giants Grave Landfill site as a
contingency site should a future regional need be identified. The site provided that
main landfill facility serving not only the County Borough but a wider area until its
closure in 2002. Having a potential further capacity of up to 2 million cubic metres
of void, the Authority would need to be satisfied that a regional need is justified and
that the site offers the best alternative.
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5.1 Air quality and Noise Pollution

Air quality and noise have not been identified as posing problems.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

There are a number of areas of nature conservation with Neath. Pant y Sais Fen is
a Local Nature Reserve and forms part of the Crymlyn Bog complex, which covers
an area of nearly 267ha, and is a designated Ramsar site, a Special Area of
Conservation, a SSSI and a National Nature Reserve. A further SSSI is located at
Earlswood Road Cutting and Ferryboat Inn Quarries covering an area of 6.96ha.

5.3 Built Heritage

There are three Conservation Areas within Neath: Llandarcy Village in Coedffranc,
Neath Town Centre and Tonna Canal Depot. In addition, Jersey Park in Briton Ferry,
The Gnoll and Victoria Gardens in Neath are all classified as Historic Parks and
Gardens. There are a significant number of listed buildings and ancient monuments.
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